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Our Mission: 

• To be open and welcoming of any 
automobile enthusiast regardless of 
sexual orientation. 

• To support the purpose(s) of  the 
Lambda Car Club International in 
the enjoyment and exchange of 
information on old and special 
interest motor vehicles, combined 
with social fellowship by LGBTQ 
and all community  members inter-
ested in such vehicles.  

We are open and welcome any automobile enthusiast.   This newsletter 
does not infer that any/all club members are LGBTQ+. 

Register online now for Golden Girls “Gayla” 2022 on Page #4 

We have returned to in-person  

 Meetings! Join us at our next meet-

ing which will be at a private resi-

The 1980’s saw the end 

of a lot of “wacky” car 

ideas and designs.   For 

the story, see Page #7! 



 
 
 

We travel in a car pack!  
Let’s enjoy these upcoming “in-person” events!    

 

SA CLUB HAS RETURNED TO “IN PERSON” MEETINGS AND 

EVENTS!   PLEASE FEEL FREE TO JOIN US AT ANY OF THESE! 

UPCOMING EVENTS THIS MONTH AND BEYOND! 
RETURN TO NORMAL…... 

The Classic Chassis 

Club of San Antonio is 

returning to normal 

meetings and events.   

Many of us (if not all) 

have received our 

Covid vaccine. 

However, we under-

stand completely if you 

wish to practice CDC 

protocols for masking 

and other concerns. 

We look forward to 

seeing you at one or 

more of our meetings. 
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FUNNY TEXTS FROM ALL OVER THE U.S.   

Here we continue the monthly tradition of finding funny texts (it’s amazing what an auto-
correct can do!) from all over.  Enjoy.   

 

VINTAGE FUEL STOP 

Gulf Oil was a major global oil 

company from 1901 until March 

15, 1985.  The eighth-largest 

American manufacturing compa-

ny in 1941 and the ninth-largest 

in 1979, Gulf Oil was one of the 

so-called Seven Sisters oil com-

panies. Prior to its merger 

with Standard Oil of California, 

Gulf was a part of the Mellon 

family fortune; both Gulf 

and Mellon Financial had their 

headquarters in Pittsburgh.  

Gulf Oil Corporation (GOC) 

ceased to exist as an independ-

ent company in 1985, when it 

merged with Standard Oil of 

California (SOCAL), with both re-

branding as Chevron in 

the United States.   

 

This is another month of historic “Gulf 

Oil” which ceased to exist in 1985.  

We will explore Gulf vintage stations 

from their birth to their demise cover-
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Gulf Member Fuel Gasoline Station, Fort Worth, Texas  (1959) 
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REGISTRATION IS NOW OPEN !! 

GOLDEN 

GIRLS 

2022 

IS AN-

NOUNCED! 
Check here 

each month 

for a 

“Golden 

Girls 2022” 

update! 

TO SEE OUR MONTHLY EVENTS, VISIT PAGE 2 
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The 2022 Tex-

as Golden Girls 

statewide 

event will be 

held in San 

Antonio!! 

 

 

2022 
Visit: Cccc-sanantonio.com 

Click on “GOLDEN GIRLS 2022” 

To register online and get all of the GGG2022 in-

formation! 

“Golden Girls Gayla!” 

Register now for this great event!! 

Friday, Saturday, and Sunday 

October 14-16, 2022 
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(Photos on next page!) 
 



 

 

 

 

READ THE SIDE PANEL FOR MORE HISTORY ON 
THE 1976 MERCURY MONARCH! 
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‘76 Mercury Monarch 

As with the Ford Granada, the Mercury 
Monarch shared its unibody chassis with 
its Ford Maverick/Mercury Comet prede-
cessors. Based heavily on the first-
generation Ford Falcon from 1960, the 
design utilized coil spring front suspen-
sion with a leaf-sprung live rear axle; due 
to its Falcon origins, the Monarch was 
also loosely mechanically related to the 
first-generation Ford Mustang and Mercu-
ry Cougar. 

The base engine was a 200 cu in 
(3.3 L) inline six-cylinder engine, with a 
250 cu in (4.1 L) inline 
six optional. V8 power came from one of 
two options: the 302 cu in (4.9 L) or 
351 cu in (5.8 L) Windsor engines. 

Although originally developed to become 
a new Mercury Comet, the Mercury Mon-
arch was differentiated from the Comet 
produced alongside it in a number of 
ways. Using the Mercedes-Benz 280 as a 
benchmark for its styling and interior 
packaging,[3] the Monarch abandoned 
the Coke bottle styling of the Comet for 
straighter-edged body panels. In the front, 
the Monarch adapted much of the styling 
of Mercury's large full size Marquis (with 
the exception of single exposed head-
lights). While the roofline of the four-door 
model was heavily influenced by Mercedes
-Benz, the two-door was given its own 
roofline with vertical opera windows. The 
rear featured horizontal wrap-around tail-
lamps with amber reflectors and a color-
keyed decorative trim panel with a fuel 
filler door.  In 1978, the Monarch under-
went an exterior facelift; the headlamps 
were converted from round to rectangular, 
with the turn signals moved under the 
headlamps. The taillamps were revised to 
all red lenses and the center rear trim 
panel was changed to a new design with 
an argent finish on base models or a 
matching red reflector on top trim levels. 

On the inside, in contrast from other Lin-
coln-Mercury cars, the Monarch was 
equipped with front bucket seats. While a 
feature associated with sporty cars at the 
time, the individual seats (from 
the European Ford Granada) were chosen 
for their support and range of adjustment. 
In contrast to European cars, the wood-
trimmed dashboard of the Monarch was 
equipped with three instruments: a speed-
ometer, fuel gauge, and a clock. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ford_straight-six_engine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ford_straight-six_engine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Straight-6
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Straight-6
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/V8_engine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ford_Windsor_engine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mercedes-Benz_W114
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mercury_Monarch#cite_note-:0-3
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Coke_bottle_styling
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Opera_window
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ford_Granada_(Europe)


More than any other decade, the 80s is known for style. Shoulder pads, spandex, and neon were all the rage in terms 

of apparel. Car makers weren’t immune to fads either, primping new vehicle models with flashy features that were 

more for looks than functionality. Most of them got discarded within a few years—and for that, we’re all pretty grate-

ful. On the following pages, take a look at some of these classic 80s car features, but beware—they probably look a 

little wacky to modern eyes.    You probably won’t see them again unless it’s in a classic car! 

Crossover vehicles are the bread and butter of the automotive indus-

try today, but in the 80s, they were new and considered pretty spe-

cial. One of the first crossovers was the AMC Eagle, a rugged, super-

charged off-roading wagon. With its high ride height and aggressive 

look, the Eagle was an interesting and caught on with consumers. 

Since then, it seems like every other new car release is meant for off-

Station wagons are making a comeback now, but for a while in the 

80s they were incredibly popular. Deemed the family car of choice, 

these characteristic autos were made for picnics and hauling. Of 

course, when SUVs grew in popularity in the 90s, the station wagon 

started to make less sense. However, people still like them enough to 

seek out the vintage models.  

Keeping the paint job intact is the mission of any car lover, and no-

body likes door dings. In the 80s, car companies decided to put a bar 

of black plastic across the doors of cars where they tended to get 

dinged the most. The tradeoff? An ugly black plastic strip covering 

up your paint job. But door ding pain is real, and that’s why you still 

see the feature on some cars today.  

Wood paneling used to be highly sought-after, and you could find it on both 

the interior and exterior finishings of cars. Most commonly, it was seen on 

station wagons, and became a sort of shorthand for middle class family 

vehicles. Originally, the cars were paneled in actual wood, but this was too 

expensive and car companies soon shifted to vinyl. Because vinyl doesn’t 

last as long, it’s challenging to find a vintage car with wood panelling in 

good condition today, but if you do, it definitely serves up a look.  
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1984 Ford LTD “Country Squire” 

1987 Buick Electra Station Wagon 

1989 Honda Integra 

1982 AMC Eagle 



Thanks to The Dukes of Hazzard, musical car horns became all the rage during 

the 80s. Having a musical car horn was seen as a status symbol, although we 

have to assume that they were a sure way to ruin your favorite song through 

repetition. Imagine how you would feel about your favorite song if you heard it 

every time someone cut in front of you in traffic.  

The 80’s were known for “style”.  Car makers weren’t immune to fads either, primping new vehicle models with flashy 

features that were more for looks than functionality. Most of them got discarded within a few years—and for that, 

we’re all pretty grateful. On the following pages, take a look at some of these classic 80s car features, but beware—

they probably look a little wacky to modern eyes.    You probably won’t see them again unless it’s in a classic car! 

Citizens band radios became a cultural phenomenon in the late 80s, 

allowing people to communicate with each other over long distances—

even oceans. They revolutionized the trucking industry, and so for a 

while, popular car makers decided to include them as a feature in reg-

ular cars, too. A precursor to the carphone, they didn’t serve much 

purpose for your average driver, and were eventually forgotten.  

Equipped with electric lighters and ashtrays inside the dashboard, 80s cars 

were designed with a certain bad habit in mind. If you were a non-smoker, 

those in-car ashtrays were still great to keep coins in. However, these days 

you rarely see them in newer car models. You’ll just have to keep your change 

in your Hello Kitty change purse, like the rest of us.  

So soft, so smooth—velour upholstery was the seating material of the 

80s. The fabric was associated with luxury vehicles initially, and then 

got rolled into everything from Hondas to Chevy pickup trucks. We 

still see it today, but it’s less popular now because it doesn’t age well, 

and it’s tricky to clean.  
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MAKING YOUR VINTAGE AUTO-

MOBILE MAINTENANCE A BIT 

EASIER…… 

 

This is a regular feature 

of the San Antonio 

monthly newsletter.  

Each month we will try 

to being you a mainte-

nance “hack” that will 

help you maintain your 

vintage or modern clas-

sic vehicle. 

CLASSIC CAR MAINTENANCE “HACK” 
 

Even seasoned maintenance and mechanic tech use these “hacks”! 

 

CLASSIC CHASSIS CAR 

CLUB OF SAN ANTONIO 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

 
Please feel free to use this 

contact information to reach 

out with your questions or 

comments.   
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